
Member States (NL, ES, FR, DE, FI, LU,) ’ joint statement on Sustainable Aviation 

The COVID-19 pandemic has an unprecedented impact on international transport, including air 
travel. Although hard hit, air transport has played a fundamental role in maintaining activity and in 
responding to the global health crisis. It remains a major driver of economic growth and an essential 
tool for bringing people together, allowing us to travel for business purposes, visit family and friends 
and discover other cultures that other modes of transport cannot reach. 
 
But the impact of aviation on our carbon footprint is significant, and the sector must play its part 
actively in the collective effort of reducing emissions and contribute its fair share towards reaching 
national, European and global climate targets. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, sustainable aviation 
was a priority for Member States and it still is. It is important that with the economic recovery of the 
aviation sector, there is no backsliding in the reduction of emissions in the aviation industry and that, 
on the contrary, this recovery leads to reinforcing and accelerating the environmental transition of 
the sector in order to contribute to the fight against climate change and the achievement of Europe's 
climate goals.  
 
We, the abovementioned Member States therefore: 
 
Welcome the ambitions set out in the Commissions’ communication named ‘European Green Deal’ 
published by the European Commission in December 2019 which sets out the goal of climate 
neutrality in 2050;  
 
Are of the opinion that besides measures to strengthen existing instruments such as the EU ETS and 
improvement of Air Traffic Management, at an ambitious European level and by continuing to work 
within ICAO including the implementation of CORSIA, the EU should step up its efforts to make flying 
more sustainable; 
 
Reiterate that as aviation is an international sector, coordinated action at the international level 
should be promoted. Much in particular within the EU, the positive initiatives that some States may 
undertake to tackle these emissions should be coordinated in order to ensure a level playing field 
between different countries and airlines; 
 
Note that the potential of sustainable aviation fuels, as an instrument of which the economic costs 
contribute most directly and effectively to actual CO2 reductions within the sector, to reduce 
aviation’s GHG emissions is still largely untapped.  
 
Call upon the Commission to quickly define a coherent framework to ensure the deployment of 
sustainable aviation fuels and to propose a European binding minimum share for sustainable aviation 
fuels from renewable sources for member states achievable by obligations on a national level such as 
a blending mandate, as well as other relevant supporting policies such as EU financial funding 
mechanism as they constitute concrete short term instruments to reduce emissions significantly 
within the aviation sector; 
 



Encourage the Commission and other EU institutions to significantly invest in the market uptake of E-
fuels as well as radical and disruptive innovations such as  hybrid and electric flying to ensure an 
effective long term agenda on sustainable aviation in clean skies. 


